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life and thought of the Trobriand Islanders is perhaps the
feature of Dr. Malinowski's book which makes the most
abiding impression on the mind of the reader. He tells us
that " magic, the attempt of man to govern the forces of
nature directly by means of a special lore, is all-pervading
and all-important in the Trobriands " ; it is " interwoven
into all the many industrial and communal activities " ; " all
the data which have been so far mustered disclose the
extreme importance of magic in the Kula. But if it were a
question of treating of any other aspect of the tribal life of
these natives, it would also be found that, whenever they
approach any concern of vital importance, they summon
magic to their aid. It can be said without exaggeration that
magic, according to their ideas, governs human destinies ;
that it supplies man with the power of mastering the forces
of Nature; and that it is his weapon and armour against the
many dangers which crowd in upon him on every side."
Thus, in the view of the Trobriand Islanders, magic is a
power of supreme importance either for good or evil : it can
make or mar the life of man : it can sustain and protect the
individual and the community, or it can injure and destroy
them. Compared to this universal and deep-rooted convic-
tion, the belief in the existence of the. spirits of the dead
would seem to exercise but little influence on the life of these
people. Contrary to the general attitude of savages towards
the souls of the departed, they are reported to be almost
completely devoid of any fear of ghosts. They believe,
indeed, that the ghosts return to their villages once a year to
partake of the great annual feast; but " in general the
spirits do not influence human beings very much, for better
or worse " ; " there is nothing of the mutual interaction, of
the intimate collaboration between man and spirit which are
the essence of religious cult ". This conspicuous predomin-
ance of magic over religion, at least over the worship of the
dead, is a very notable feature in the culture of a people so
comparatively high in the scale of savagery as the Trobriand
Islanders. It furnishes a fresh proof of the extraordinary
strength and tenacity of the hold which this world-wide
delusion has had, and still has, upon the human mind.
We shall doubtless learn much as to the relation of magic